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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a coinplclc listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
versions and listings. 

1 . (CuTTcnily Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising: 

a) inputting means for inputting image data of plural objects; 

b) encoding means for encoding, with an encoding c o n d i t i on s 
parameter the image data inputted by said inputting means, on an object basis; vmd 

c) c o nt ro l setting means for selling a priority order of code 
amount allocation for each of the objects; and i n ac c o r dance wi t h th trprront y order , 
con t rc ll in g t he enc o ding condilioxiA uf the o bject having a pl ^c d^:tc l' nli^ed piiui i ty oid c iv 
when a to tal cod e amoun tx^bt amcd by e nco di ng t l ic image data o f th e ph > ral ' obj c cty 
exc ee ds a prcdclenniued ix i d e an io t r nt 

d} control means for controlling the encoding parameter so as to 
control a c od e amoimt obtained bv epcodin^ the image data of th e plural objects. 

wherein said control mcnns eives priority to the object having a 
predetermined priority order over other objects in u>nlrolliniz the encodinn parameter , 

2. (Previously Presented) An apparatus accoi-ding to claim 1 , wherein said 
control means changes ihe priority order at a predetermined timing. 



PA(25!13^RWDAT7l19l20l)46:46:28ra[East^ 



07/19/2004 18:48 FAX 1212 218 4561 



FITPATRICK N.Y. 



@006 



3. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according lo claim 2, wherein the 
predetermined timing is determined according to how many times a code amount reduction 
processing for the objects is executed or according to code amounts of the objects. 

4. (Cunrenlly Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein, when 
the code amount ofiui object set to a lowest priority becomes smaller tlian a predetermined 
lower limit value* said c o ntr ol setting means sets an other object to the lowest priority. 

5. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 
encoding means breaks down the image data of the objects at least into pixel data and 
shape data and encodes the pixel data and the shape data, and said ccntmt scttint; means 
dctcnnines the priority order in accordance with a size of shape data of the objects. 

6. (Cuirenlly Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
encoding means executes the encoding operation in accordance with MPEG-4, and said 
control setting means delcmiincs tlie priority order in accordance with sizes of bounding 
bo.\cs of the objects. 

7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 1 , whcrciii said 
encoding means includes quantization means for quantizing tlic imago data of the objects, 
and quan t izat TO n p a r amctei ' s the encoding parameter indicates a Quantizing pammetcr of 
said quantization means a re cont r o lled by the encoding cu j idi t iuj ia. 
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8. (Original) An appanalus according lo claim 1, further comprising 
recording means for recording the data encoded by said encoding means into a recording 
medium. 

9. (Previously Presented) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said inputting means comprises image pickup means for photographing 
an object imago and generating image data. 

10. (Original) A video camera provided with the image processing 
apparatus according lo claim 1. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising the 

steps of: 

a) inputting image data of plural objects; 

b) encoding, with an encoding condition s par^tmct er. the i^nage 
data inputted in said inputting step, on an object basis; and 

c) setting a priority order of code amount allocation for each of 
the objecLs; and , in accorda nc e w i th sa i d prior i ty oi\ -ie r. con ti tr tHng the enc o d i ng c o n dittons 
of thc o bject having a pre de t e rmine d \)i i o ri t y v j rd e r, when a to tal cudc amoun t o b t a i ne d - fa y 
en c o d ing t h e image da t a o f th e p lu r al o b j ects e xc ee ds a prcdctcnuincd cod e amoi mt 

d) controllinu the encoding pa ra meter so as to control a code 
amount ohtained by encoding the image data of the plural obicct^. 
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wherein said control step includes g iv ing priority lo the object 
having a predetcmiincd priority order oyer other obiccis in controlUne the cncodine 
paranKlcr . 



12. (Currently Amended) A storage medium for storing program codes of 
encoding steps, said encoding steps comprising: 

a) an inputting step, of inputting image data of plural objects; 

b) an encoding step, of encoding, with an encoding co nd itions 
parameter , the inptttted image data on an object basis; and: 

c) a c o n trot- H ng setting step, of setting a priority order of code 
mnount allocation for each of the objects; and , i n acc o r dan ce wi th-'the-prfority-ordcr; 
corrtToHi ng the enc o ding c on dit i ons o f t h e o bj e ct hav i ng a pj ' cd^^tci ' inini>d pi iu rit y oTyi c r , 
whe n a t o tal c o d e am o unt o b tai ned by encodin g Che image data uf tlic plural obj e cts 
exceeds a pr ede t cnn i ned c ode am o un t 

d} a conlroHine step^ of controlling the encoding parameter so 
as to contro} a code amount obtained bv encoding t he image data oT the plural objects. 

wherein said control stcn includes giving priority to the object 
havin g a predetcmiincd priority order over other objects in controlling the encod ing 
IHirArnclcr. 



13. (New) An image processor comprising: 

a) an inputting unit, arranged lo input image data of plural 

objects; 
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b) an encoder^ arranged to encode, with an encoding pammcicr, 
the iniHgc data inputted by said inputting unit on an object basis; 

c) a setting unit, arranged to set a priority order of code amount 
allocation for ciich of the objects; and 

d) a control unit, arranged to control the encoding parameter so 
di> to control a code amount obtained by encoding the image data oTthe plural objects, 

wherein said controller gives priority to the object having a 
predetermined priority order over other objects in controlling the encoding parameter. 



PAGE RWD AT 711912004 6:46:28 ra [EastemDa^^ 



